A comprehensive and adequate classification of the peat lands of the United States is highly desirable and, in fact, necessary, for the diverse purposes of their utilization, especially for agriculture. Peat land of varying types is found in significant quantities in about half the States of the Union and the potential economic importance of these areas demands a fundamental groundwork of facts in the selection of peat deposits for cultivation or otherwise. It is desirable to segregate peats derived from various vegetable remains and in different states of decomposition in such a manner that a given type or profile will have a definite significance as to its agricultural and commercial possibilities.
It is well known that various peat soils give very different reactions to the same crops, corresponding to certain differences largely unknown at present. An example of this is shown by the response of some of the Florida peats to small quantities of copper sulphate and other chemicals. Furthermore, a crop maybe grown on a given area of peat while another area will not support this crop at all.
Peat, considered from a chemical standpoint, is largely a complex organic substance whose nature is not well understood, to which a variety of plants', such as trees, heath shrubs, sedges, mosses, grasses, reeds, cattails and aquatic plants have contributed. It is always accompanied by varying proportions of mineral matter, as sand, clay, lime or other constituents, a portion of which is part of the original plant material and the remainder extraneous matter.
The first attempt at classification wag simply a distinction between peat end muck, which terms are quite familiar. It is obvious that such a simple distinction is inadequate in itself except as it conveys some idea of the state of decomposition and mineral content according to the usage of the terms. A further division of the true peats includes sedimentary peat, fibrous peat and woody peat. These may be further subdivided, according to the type of vegetation which contributed to the deposit; a fibrous peat, for-example, may consist of either, reed,
